
Hello Dr. Harbron,

I have received your letter in response to my email regarding the district policy.  

To address your statement that the policy I cite is very recent, I would like to be sure you know 
that I began corresponding with the former Superintendent back in 2014. Since 2016 the District 
policy has specified the use of IPM. "Preventative" use of rodenticides is anathema to any real 
IPM practitioner. 

The Terminix contract began that year, and we have been violating the policy ever since. See 
the attached draft that Superintendent Arbour shared with me. Unfortunately, I was not aware 
that this structural pesticide use was ongoing until very recently, but the violation of the policy is 
not a recent problem.

The last updates made to the policy in December were quite good, but overall did not make 
much difference in this situation - without those changes the policy is still being violated.

Also, the subcontractor Boston Co. plans to spray the fields this year with Lesco 3 Way 
herbicide. This is clearly in violation of District policy, but the staff insists it's not and has ignored 
my repeated offers to have Chip Osborne come do another site visit in spring so they can avoid 
using this. 

It's long past time to address all of this. I think I am most disturbed by the fact that many adults 
signed off on these work orders, and not one has ever questioned the use of such toxic 
materials in schools and around students? I think we rely too much on these outside vendors, 
who show time and again they do not deserve our unquestioning trust.

As you might have guessed, I regularly educate myself on pest management issues. In fact your 
letter came in as I was finishing up a CDPR School Integrated Pest Management Workshop 
covering both structural and landscape training. 

I used this information as well as other training I've attended, and resources shared by experts 
from around the country to put together a document for the District with resources to help you. 
I'm happy to discuss it further and will share more information upon request. See attached.

I'm so glad you are interested in the raptor boxes. This is a nice component of an IPM program, 
and continues to gain popularity in agricultural and municipal settings. It would benefit the 
wildlife and the students. It's a win-win. 

I'd like to continue to work together with the District and School Board to fix this issue, and I 
appreciate your time and attention to this matter. Please keep me up to date with your plans.

Thank you,
--

Diana Carpinone


